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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 

application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 (Previously presented). An original transport apparatus automatically taking up one 
or more originals one sheet at a time from a loading tray and transporting said sheet 
toward a transport path, said apparatus comprising: 

a tray for loading said originals, the tray being inclined downward and having a 
lower tip region; 

an outer casing member arranged above said lower tip region ; 
a first shaft positioned perpendicular to a direction of sheet transport; 
said outer casing member disposed so as to permit opening and closing about 
said first shaft ; 

a stopper member positioned in the lower tip region of the tray against which the 
originals can abut and align prior to transport; 

an engagement piece disposed in the outer casing member on a second shaft 
positioned perpendicular to the direction of sheet transport so as to permit independent 
pivotal displacement thereof ; 

the stopper member being positioned on a third shaft, which is positioned 
perpendicular to the direction of sheet transport, so as to permit pivotal displacement 
thereof, the stopper member causing a lead edge of said sheet to stop at a prescribed 
location; 

said engagement piece being capable of engaging with the stopper member; and 

a lifting member supported by the outer casing member and attached to the 
stopper member to permit the stopper member to move vertically in the outer casing 
member when abutting a sheet; 

the lifting member having an arm member located and pivotally supported at a 
first end within the outer casing member; 

said third shaft located at a second end of the arm member, to which the stopper 
member is pivotally secured; 
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wherein, when the outer casing member is closed and the apparatus is in an 
original takeup standby state, engagement of the stopper member by the engagement 
piece causes the stopper member to be retained in a position in which the stopper 
member stops the lead edge of the sheet at the prescribed location, thereby 
constraining the lead edge at the prescribed location and preventing entry of the sheet 
into the transport path; 

wherein, when the outer casing member is closed and takeup of the sheet is 
proceeding, the engagement piece is displaced in pivoting fashion, thereby disengaging 
engagement between the engagement piece and the stopper member, permitting 
pivoting displacement of the stopper member and allowing transport of the sheet. 

2. Cancelled. 

3 (Previously presented). An original transport apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein: 

during the course of closing the outer casing member from an open state, the 
stopper member which is engaged with the engagement piece abuts and is pressed 
upward by the sheet in the tray, thereby causing the second end of the arm member to 
be displaced upward in pivoting fashion about the first end, in accompaniment to which 
the stopper member moves upward within the outer casing member. 

4 (Previously presented). An original transport apparatus according to claim 1 , further 
comprising a lifting piece integrally connected to the arm member for lifting the 
engagement piece upward; 

wherein, when closing the outer casing member from the open state, the stopper 
member which is engaged with the engagement piece abuts and is pressed upward by 
the sheet in the tray, thereby causing the second end of the arm member to be 
displaced upward in pivoting fashion around the first end, in accompaniment to which 
the stopper member moves upward, and the lifting piece moves upward so as to further 
lift upward the engagement piece and thereby disengage engagement between the 
stopper member and the engagement piece. 
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5 (Currently amended). An original transport apparatus according to claim 3 or 4 
wherein? 

9 44eas*«>ne-ef the outer casing member eH^ff^efs-is provided with aWeastene 

a_guide component causing at l o a s t - en e-eMhe stopper member or - membs ps-to be 
displaced in pivoting fashion such that it is raised upward when a*4east^^ef-the arm 
member o^a ombers is displaced in pivoting fashion such that it subtends not less than 
at-Jeast-e«e-a^preestablished angle. 

6 (Currently amended). An original transport apparatus according to claim 3 or 4 
wherein? 

LaMoast oraKrfthe outer casing member ef-membeFS-is provided with aMeast^Fie 

ajuide component causing at le as t on e-ef-the stopper member or members t o be 
displaced in pivoting fashion such that it is raised upward when a*-least-Gfte-ef-the arm 
member or m e mb ere-is displaced in pivoting fashion such that it subtends not less than 
at-teasteBa-aj^reestablished angle; 

at least-ene-ef-the guide component of sOFflftenefl^s^^^ a 
guide surface formed at at-teast one ajop inside wall region of a 4- loast on e of t he outer 
casing member-oF-ffiemfee^; and 

at l east one top rog i on of at le a st - eno of the stopper member eH^mbefs-hasa 
too region which, has-when moved upward abuts at l east ono - oft he guide surface ©f 
euffa<se«-and slides therealong so as to cause a t- l cast on e o f-the stopper member ©p 
ffl embers to be displaced in pivoting fashion such that it is raised upward. 

7 (Previously presented). An original transport apparatus automatically taking up one 
or more originals one sheet at a time from a loading tray and transporting said sheet 
toward a transport path, said apparatus comprising: 

a tray for loading said originals, the tray being inclined downward and having a 
lower tip region; 

an outer casing member arranged above said lower tip region; 

a first shaft positioned perpendicular to a direction of sheet transport; 

said outer casing member disposed so as to permit opening and closing about 
said first shaft ; 
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a stopper member positioned in the lower tip region of the tray against which the 
originals can abut and align prior to transport; 

an engagement piece disposed in the outer casing member on a second shaft 
positioned perpendicular to the direction of sheet transport so as to permit independent 
pivotal displacement thereof ; 

the stopper member being positioned on a third shaft, which is positioned 
perpendicular to the direction of sheet transport, so as to permit pivotal displacement 
thereof, the stopper member causing a lead edge of said sheet to stop at a prescribed 
location; 

the engagement piece being capable of engaging with the stopper member; 

a pickup arm disposed in the outer casing member so as to permit displacement 
in pivoting fashion about an axis located in a direction perpendicular to the sheet 
transport direction; 

said pickup arm having two ends, a pickup roller for taking up said sheet from the 
tray being positioned at one end and a thrust member at the other end for engaging the 
engagement piece; and 

a lifting member supported by the outer casing member and attached to the 
stopper member to permit the stopper member to move vertically in the outer casing 
member when abutting a sheet; 

the lifting member having an arm member located and pivotally supported at a 
first end within the outer casing member; 

said third shaft located at a second end of the arm member, to which the stopper 
member is pivotally secured; 

wherein, when the outer casing member is closed and the apparatus is in an 
original takeup standby state, the fact that the pickup roller is positioned in an upper 
region within the outer casing member, thereby preventing engagement of the thrust 
member with the engagement piece, causes engagement to be retained between the 
stopper member and the engagement piece, constraining a location of the lead edge of 
said sheet and preventing entry of said sheet into the transport path; and 

wherein, when the outer casing member is closed and takeup of said sheet is 
proceeding, the pickup arm is displaced downward to cause the pickup roller to move 
downward and away from the outer casing member so as to not be hidden thereby, and 
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linked with the downward displacement of the pickup arm causing engagement of the 
thrust member with the engagement piece, the engagement piece is displaced in 
pivoting fashion, thereby disengaging engagement between the engagement piece and 
the stopper member, permitting pivoting displacement of the stopper member and 
allowing transport of said sheet 

8 (Currently amended). An original transport apparatus according to claim 7 wherein 
a t l oost on e o f-the pickup arm ©p-arras-has: 

one ^?r iii^3F€? *a first standby position posit i ons , at which at - loast one of the pickup 
arm ©fnaOTK5-and at-least-efle-ef-the engagement piece ©r-pieees-are not engaged, but 
at which at-l oast - onc - of the engagement piece ©f^ieees-and at least on e of the stopper 
member er - mombero a re engaged; and 

we-ewfieF^-aLsecond standby posltionp es&tefts. between at le ast oneof -the first 
standby position or posit i on s and at l ea s t - Ort e-ofr4he-aposition or pos i tion s-occupied 
when takeup of at-ieas^^f4he-ah^oriqirial ef-OFaifiate-is proceeding and a*4east»©fte 
ef-the pickup roller ©F-r-©Hers-has moved downward and away from at - loast - one of t he 
' outer casing member or - members so as to not be hidden thereby, at which at l east one 
©f-the pickup arm ©f-afms-and a^least^ro-ef-the engagement piece ©Ff>ieeee-are 
engaged, but at which at -l cast one of t he engagement piece ©f-pieee©-and at - least one 
©Mhe stopper member em^embeFS-are disengaged; 

efie-^R^ei=e-a_retaining member m emfeer-s^being provided at at -l ooGt - ono - of the 
outer casing membe r or m e mbe rs; and 

at4ea st one ef-the retaining member ep-me m bare-retaining at least on e of the 
pickup arm or arms w hen at4©ast-©Re-©tthe second standby position or po s itions is 
occupied. 

9 (Currently amended). An original transport apparatus according to claim 8 
wherein* 

at^ oost one of the retaining member opwembeFS-comprises at- least on e-en 

elastically deformable plate spring provided at at-leastH3fje-an_inside wall of at4east-©&© 
of-the outer casing membe r - or members ; 
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the pickup arm having .g pivot tip region; 

the at-teast-Gfte-retaining member abutting a^east-oas-the pivot tip region of at 
least on® of the pickup arm- or - arm s T retaining the aMoa st-SRe-pickup arm, when the at 
le a s t on e pickup arm is displaced in pivoting fashion at least as far as at l east - ono - o f-the 
second standby positiorheFpesit^Rs. 

10 (Currently amended). An original transport apparatus according to claim 8 
whereir* 

■■ at - loast - ORO s F the retaining member or m e mb e rs comprises at l east one ajpivot 

projection provided at at4 oa o t ofte-a,basal side, about which pivoting occursr of at least 
e&e-©f-the pickup roller-or-fOlteFs, and at l e ast one a _pivot constraining rod previ4©d-at 
at-4east-0ae- apparatus main body and constraining pivoting of a t least one ef-the pivot 

projection-©H9^j^^A®; 

a t l e ast on e of the pivot projection 0P-pf0}e6tiw>s-abutting at-te ast on e of t he pivot 
constraining rod or rods , retaining the aMeast-QRe-pickup arm r when the at l e ast on e. 
pickup arm is displaced in pivoting fashion at least as far as at - least ono-o tthe second 
standby position oppo si tion s, 

1 1 (Currently amended). An original transport apparatus according to claim 8 further 
comprising: 

e ne - or - ra ef&-adrive control means driving at l e ast one of the pickup arm ef-apms 
so as to displace it in pivoting fashion; 

at-teast-ene-of-the drive control means for driving at least on e-ef-the pickup arm 
or 3rms so as to cause it to be displaced in pivoting fashion from at least ono of the first 
standby position ap-pesftteas-to at l e ast on e of the second standby position sr-pasi t i ons 
when at least oncnaf -the outer casing member, or memb e rs which had at least 
immediately prior thereto been in at4eaBt-ane-a - closed state x is opened. 
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